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NGC Grades Newman Collection Part V 

The Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society has enlisted NGC 
to certify Part V of the Newman Collection, which includes five 
significant 1792 Washington pieces. 

Read this article... 

NGC Grades 2014 Silver Pandas with Hand-signed Label 

NGC has encapsulated 2014 Silver 10 Yuan Panda coins with special 
certification labels that were individually hand-signed by Rocky Zhao, 
the coin’s designer. 

Read this article... 

NGC Registry News 

Check out the latest US and world sets added to the NGC Registry. 
Read this article... 

NGC Executives Receive Prestigious Awards from PNG 

Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of the Certified Collectibles Group, and 
Rick Montgomery, president of NGC, were honored with two 
significant awards at the Professional Numismatists Guild (PNG) 
banquet, Monday, August 4. 

Read this article... 

NGC Author / Research Director Wins Award 

The Numismatic Literary Guild presented NGC Research Director 
David W. Lange with the James L. Miller Memorial Award. 

Read this article... 

Submit Coins to NGC at Long Beach 

NGC will be accepting submissions at booth #431 at the Long Beach 
Expo. Stop by to drop off your coins and chat with our team! 

Read this article... 

NGC Introduction to Grading Class at Whitman Winter Expo 

NGC will be offering its popular Introduction to Grading class at the 
Whitman Baltimore Winter Expo on Saturday, November 1. Register 
today! A few seats are still open. 

Read this article... 

Counterfeit Detection: 1842-0 Seated Liberty Dime 

The design details on this counterfeit Seated Liberty Dime are soft, 
especially at Liberty’s head, the Phrygian cap and the shield on the 
obverse. 

Read this article... 

USA Coin Aibum: The Coins of 1916 - Part 2 

“Please forward without delay five pairs of dime dies of the old design 
to Denver and to SF Mint.” This was the instruction of US Mint Director 


f o H 



• Submit droctly to NGC 

• Online subnn'^ion forms 
and order tracking 

• Membershipsfrom $39/yr 

Join Today > 


















F. J. H. von Engelken to Philadelphia Mint Superintendent Adam 
Joyce in September 1916, when the new dime type scheduled to 
debut that year was not ready for coining. 

Read this article... 

World Coins: Counterfeit India 1862 Gold Mohur 

The repeating contact marks on these India 1862 Gold Mohurs 
identify them as counterfeits. 

Read this article... 

NCS Conservation Showcase: 1936 Norfolk 50-cent Piece 

PVC coin holders are not intended for long-term storage and often 
leave residues on coins. And these residues aren't just unattractive — 
they can be destructive. 

Read this article... 

From the NGC Archives: 1842 Seated Liberty Dime 

The seated figure of Liberty was one of the most familiar images to 
Americans during the 1840s, and its use on the dime continued as 
late as 1891. 

Read this article... 

Chinese Coins: 5-star Pandas 

By Peter Anthony 

A group of Panda coins display the five-star symbol of the People’s 
Republic of China on the obverse. 

Read this article... 

Lissner Collection Brings Over $6 Million 

Hundreds of coins from the Richard L. Lissner Collection brought 
world-record prices when auctioned early this month. 

Read this article... 

Rare World Coins Excite Bidders in Stack's Bowers ANA 
Auction 

The first sessions included ancients as well as rare paper money and 
coins from around the world. 

Read this article... 
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NGC Grades Newman Collection 
Part V 


Posted on 7/30/2014 

The Eric R Newman Numismatic Education Society has enlisted NGC to certify 
Part V of the Newman Collection, which includes five significant 1792 Washington 
pieces. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) has graded the fifth installment of 
the extraordinary collection of 103-year old numismatic researcher and writer Eric 
P. Newman. The selections comprise nearly 1,000 coins and boast a variety of 
exceedingly rare and high grade US Colonial, Territorial and Federal issues. 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society (EPNNES) previously selected 
NGC to certify the first four parts of the Newman Collection, which have sold at 
auction for $45 million. Conducted by Heritage Auctions, these sales have 
featured more than 6,000 NGC-certified US Colonial, Federal and Pattern coins 
as well as world coins collected by Newman over a period of 90 years. 

“Newman Part V ranges from Colonial and Territorial pieces to large cents and 
early gold. The remarkable diversity of these selections reveals Newman’s 
absolute passion for collecting and research,” says Mark Salzberg, chairman of 
NGC. “We are honored that EPNNES continues to choose NGC to certify 
selections from the Eric P. Newman Collection.” 

The Colonial selections in Newman Part V build upon those previously offered in 
Part IV of the collection. Newman Part IV was led by the 1776 Silver “EG FECIT” 
Continental Dollar graded NGC MS 63 that realized just over $1.4 million. 
Amazingly, Newman Part V includes six more outstanding 1776 Continental 
Dollars from the scholar’s collection, five of which are in Mint State grades. 

This magnificent group includes two varieties of brass “CURENCY” Continental 
Dollars, graded NGC AU 50 and NGC MS 62, and four varieties of pewter 



Continental Dollars. The pewter pieces are topped by the stunning 1776 “EG 
FECIT” piece in NGC MS 66. The three other pewter pieces are: the “CURENCY” 
variety in NGC MS 62, the “CURRENCEY” variety in NGC MS 63, and the 
“CURRENCY” variety in NGC MS 64. 

Also bearing the 1776 date of American Independence is Newman’s New 
Hampshire copper. Graded NGC VG 8 BN, it is believed to be one of only two 
examples in private hands. This extremely rare proposed coinage for New 
Hampshire features the patriotic legend “American Liberty” with a pine tree design 
on the obverse and a harp on the reverse. 

Five significant 1792 Washington pieces are featured in the Newman selections. 
The Getz Small Eagle, Plain Edge “G. Washington President. I.” cent in NGC MS 
64 BN is an exceptionally high grade example of this desirable issue. The four 
other 1792 Washington pieces include: a Roman Head cent in NGC PF 65 RB, a 
unique Eagle & Stars cent in NGC XF 40 BN, a “General of the American Armies” 
Reverse in NGC XF 45 BN and a “Washington Born Virginia” cent in NGC MS 65 
BN. 



1792 Getz Small Eagle, Plain Edge G. Washington President Cent 

NGC MS 64 BN 
Click images to enlarge. 

Four Confederatio coppers—proposed coins for the newly independent United 
States—are notable for their rarity, exceptionally high grades and impressive 
pedigrees. These pieces are capped by a monumental NGC MS 64 BN specimen 
of the 1786 Immunis Columbia Confederatio Copper—the finest known example 
by a significant margin. 











1786 Immunis Columbia Confederatio Copper - Finest Known 

NGC MS 64 BN 
Click images to enlarge. 

There is also the 1785 George Washington Confederatio Copper graded NGC VF 
30 BN that traces its pedigree to the collections of Frothingham, Parmelee, Ten 
Eyck, Newcomer and Green, and both the large and small stars variants of the 
1785 Inimica Tyrannis Confederatio Coppers. The former is pedigreed to 
Newcomer and Green, while the latter is pedigreed to Maris, Newlin, Garrett, Mehl 
and Green. They are graded NGC MS 63 BN and NGC VF 30 BN, respectively. 

A trio of 1787 New York “Excelsior” Coppers—the Eagle Right, Arrows Left (NGC 
AU 50 BN), the Indian (NGC AU 50 BN) and the Indian and Eagle (NGC XF 40 
BN) types—are worthy of mention. Newman Part V also contains two Immune 
Columbia pattern issues, including an exquisite 1785 silver example graded NGC 
AU 53. 

The Colonial selections are rounded out by an impressive group of 1787 Fugio 
Coppers. Newman is the author of the standard reference for Fugio coppers and 
all of these pieces have been attributed by NGC with Newman catalog numbers. 
Among the most notable Fugio coppers are the 1787 Raised Rims Fugio Copper, 
Newman 1-Z, NGC MS 64 BN and the “FUCIO” Newman 2-C variety in NGC XF 
40 BN. 

The California Gold Rush and the lesser-known Georgia/North Carolina Gold 
Rush and Pike’s Peak (Colorado) Gold Rush are represented in Newman Part V 
by two dozen Territorial Gold coins. The most impressive of these are the two 
Wass, Molitor & Co. pieces: the 1855 $50 Gold “slug” in NGC MS 61 and the 1862 
Wide Date, Large Head $10 graded NGC MS 63. Also included are several 
Bechtler pieces, a Mormon $5 in NGC MS 61, and two US Assay Office pieces. 


Federal US coins begin with a 1794 dollar, which is one of just 1,758 pieces struck 







in the first year of this denomination. It is graded AU 50 by NGC. 

The gold coins in Newman Part V have been described as a “time capsule 
collection” and reflect the types of coins available to a collector in the pre-war era. 
At that time, many gold coins were held in overseas bank vaults and high grade 
examples of a number of issues were entirely unavailable to collectors of the day. 
While some of the coins seem low grade by today’s standards, they were actually 
quite challenging to acquire at the time. 

Nonetheless, there are quite a few eye-catching rare and high grade gold coins in 
these selections, the highlight of which is undoubtedly the 1867 Double Eagle. 
Graded NGC MS 66, it a full three grades higher than the second-finest known 
example. 



1867 $20 - Finest Known 
NGC MS 66 
Click images to enlarge. 

Another superb gold piece is the 1898-S Half Eagle graded MS 68 by NGC. There 
is also a stunning NGC MS 66 specimen of the 1863 Three Dollar Gold piece, 
which had a mintage of just 5,000 coins. 

Additional important gold rarities in Newman Part V include a 1795 13 Leaves 
Eagle in NGC MS 62+ and a highly important original composition 1879 Flowing 
Hair $4 “Stella” graded NGC PF 65. 

A sizeable working collection of large cents, including a number of varieties 
attributed by Sheldon and Newcomb catalog numbers, are listed in Newman Part 
V. The 1793 Sheldon-13 Liberty Cap Cent graded NGC AU 53 BN is significant as 
a high grade example of a rare early large cent variety. 








1793 Sheldon-13 Liberty Cap Cent 
NGC AU 53 BN 
Click images to enlarge. 


Also noteworthy in Newman Part V is a compete 16-piece 1868 aluminum pattern 
proof set, including the cent through double eagle and the original holder. The 
grades range from NGC PF 63 to NGC PF 65 Cameo. 

Prominent rare coin dealer and Colonial specialist Stuart Levine serves as advisor 
for EPNNES. Selections from Newman Part V will be sold by Heritage Auctions in 
November 2014. The catalog will be available online at HA.com in October. 

View NGC’s Eric P. Newman Gallery > 

EPNNES Foundation Statement Items being sold are from the 
extensive collection of Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society (a Missouri not-for-profit corporation) and have been 
assembled over a period of 90 years. Proceeds of the sale of all 
items will be used exclusively for supplementing the Society’s 
museum operations and scholarly numismatic research efforts and for the benefit 
of other not-for-profit institutions selected by Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society for public purposes. 
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NGC Grades 2014 Silver Pandas 
with Hand-signed Label 

Posted on 8/1/2014 


NGC has encapsulated 2014 Silver 10 Yuan Panda coins with special certification 
labels that were individually hand-signed by Rocky Zhao, the coin’s designer. 

These coins were graded by NGC at its 
recent on-site grading event in 
Guangzhou, China. 

Rocky Zhao is well known as the designer 
of both the 2011 and 2014 Panda coins as 
well as a number of medals. He is the son 
of Qi Ming Zhao, a famous Chinese 
banknote engraver. 

Prior to NGC’s on-site grading event in 
Guanghzou, Rocky signed a special NGC 
certification label that also featured a 
drawing by Rocky of two pandas. An NGC 
employee was present to witness the 
signing of each label. 

Guangzhou Guobao and Guangdong Yuebao will offer the NGC-certified Rocky 
Zhao hand-signed 2014 Silver 10 Yuan Panda coins to collectors in China. For 
more information, contact: 

Guangzhou Guobiao at Yuexiu District 
Guangzhou Dongfeng East Road 
No. 753, East Tower 
Tianyu Business Building Room 1202 


2014 CHINA TANDA SIOY 
DOMESTIC SIGNATURE 

MS 70 

3877780 117 
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Telephone: 020-87319218/ 87319228 
Email: gbngc@ngccoin.com 


or 

Guangdong Yuebao at Yuexiu District 
Guangzhou Dongfeng East Road 
No. 753, East Tower 
Tianyu Business Building Room 1702 

Telephone: 020-37885208/ 37885330 
Email: ybau1122@126.com 
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NGC Registry News 


Posted on 8/19/2014 


Check out the latest US and world sets added to the NGC Registry. 

US Sets 

• Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 50th Anniversary Set, High Relief, 
Complete 

World Sets 

• Australia - Commemorative: Australian Megafauna Series, Silver Dollars, 
2013- (1 Ounce), Proof 

• Australia - Decimal: Silver Five Dollars, 2014-Date, Complete 

• Australia - Bullion: Koala, Gold $2, 2013-Date, Proof 

• British West Indies: Silver 1/16D, 1820-1822, Complete 

• British West Indies: Silver 1/4D, 1820-1822, Complete 

• British West Indies: Silver 1/2D, 1821-1822, Complete 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, World Baseball Series, 2013, Proof 

• Canada: Silver $200 for $200, 2014-Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: 25 Cents, Haunted Canada Series, 2014-Date, 
Complete 

• Canada: Silver $25, 2011-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: Panda Anniversary Issues, 2007, Proof 

• Eastern Caribbean Territories: 25 Cents, 1955-1965, Proof 

• Fiji: Silver $2, Hawksbill Turtle Taku, 2010-Date, Complete 

• Guyana: British Guiana: 1/8 Guilder, 1832-1835, Complete 

• Guyana: British Guiana: 1/4 Guilder, 1832-1835, Complete 

• Guyana: British Guiana: 1/2 Guilder, 1832-1835, Complete 

• Isle of Man: Gold Sovereign Type Set, Elizabeth II, 1965-1982, Complete 

• Japan: Sen, 1880-88, Circulation Issue 

• Japan: Silver Yen, 1874-1887, Circulation Issue 

• Laos: Silver 2000K, Lunar Series, 2012-Date, Proof 




• Portugal: 50 Centavos, 1912-1916, Circulation Issue 

• Portugal: 50 Centavos, 1924-1926, Circulation Issue 

• Portugal: 50 Centavos, 1927-1968, Circulation Issue 

• Tokelau: Silver $1,2012-Date, Proof 

• Tokelau: Silver $10, Lunar Coins, 2013-Date, Proof 

We have new categories available in the NGC Registry: British West Indies, 
Eastern Caribbean States, Guyana, Laos, and Portugal. 

Also, here is just a sample of some of the new slots we have added this month: 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 2014 P 
CLAD SP-HIGH RELIEF 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 2014 D 
CLAD SP-HIGH RELIEF 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 2014 D 
SILVER MS-HIGH RELIEF 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 2014 S 
SILVER SP ENHANCED FINISH - HIGH RELIEF 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 2014 P 
SILVER PF-HIGH RELIEF 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 2014 W 
SILVER REVERSE PF - HIGH RELIEF 

• US: Half Dollars: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Complete Set: 1964- 
2014 W GOLD PF - HIGH RELIEF 

• Australia - Bullion: Kangaroo Silver Dollars, 1 Ounce, High Relief, 2010- 
Date, Proof: 2014P KANGAROO - HIGH RELIEF 

• Australia - Bullion: Koala, Silver $8, 2011-Date, Proof: 2014 P KOALA- 
HIGH RELIEF 

• Australia - Lunar: Lunar Coins, Silver $10, Series Two (With Colorized), 
2008-Date, Mint State: 2014P YEAR OF THE HORSE - COLORIZED 

Register your collection now and participate in the 2014 NGC Registry Awards. 
Find an NGC Registry category that interests you and add your NGC-certified 
coins. If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry take some time to explore it, 
and see the many collecting options that are available—it's free! 

If you don't see the set categories that interest you, drop us a note and let us 
know. Reach us by e-mail at registry@NGCcoin.com.We look forward to seeing 
your coin collection in the 2014 NGC Registry competition. 
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NGC Executives Receive 
Prestigious Awards from PNG 

Posted on 8/5/2014 


Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of the Certified Collectibles Group, and Rick 
Montgomery, president of NGC, were honored with two significant awards at the 
Professional Numismatists Guild (PNG) banquet, Monday, August 4. 


Eichenbaum received the Numismatic Statesman 
Award for his tireless efforts to introduce new 
collectors to the hobby and to grow the hobby 
internationally. Montgomery was given the Art 
Kagin Ambassador Award in recognition of his 
commitment to integrity and ethics in the hobby 
over the last 30 years. Prominent dealer Fred 
Weinberg presented the award to Montgomery. 



Steven R. Eichenbaum 
Certified Collectibles Group CEO 


I am honored to have been given the PNG's 
Numismatic Statesman Award," says Eichenbaum. 

"Our core philosophy is to always do the right thing, and I think this has had a 
tremendous impact on adding trust to the marketplace around the world." 


Montgomery echoed Eichenbaum's sentiments: "I 
was surprised and humbled when I received the Art 
Kagin Ambassador Award. I believe that integrity is 
everything, and I will continue to work towards 
greater ethics and transparency in the hobby." The 
Art Kagin Ambassador Award is named after a 
former PNG President and nationally-known Iowa 
dealer who provided distinguished service as an 
advocate of numismatic goodwill. 

Several other awards were also presented at the 


Rick Montgomery 
NGC President 





banquet held on the eve of the American Numismatic Association's World's Fair of 
Money in Rosemont, IL. 

The Professional Numismatists Guild is a nonprofit trade association composed of 
the country's top rare coin and paper money dealers who must adhere to a strict 
Code of Ethics in the buying and selling of numismatic merchandise. 
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NGC Author / Research 
Director Wins Award 

Posted on 8/12/2014 

The Numismatic Literary Guild presented NGC Research Director David W. Lange 
with the James L. Miller Memorial Award. 

NGC Research Director David W. Lange received the 
prestigious James L. Miller Memorial Award from the 
Numismatic Literary Guild (NLG) during their annual 
awards celebration at the ANA World’s Fair of Money in 
Rosemont, IL August 7, 2014. 

Lange was presented the award for his article, "The 
Search for A.W. Faxon" in the ANA's The Numismatist 
magazine. 

“I am honored to be receiving this important award and 
flattered to be included in the group of 2014 NLG award recipients,” noted Mr. 
Lange. "This in-depth article is important to the numismatic community because it 
sheds light on such an important topic." 

The Numismatic Literary Guild is an organization of authors, publishers and 
editors of recognized books and publications. 

The James L. Miller Memorial Award honors the co-founder and longtime 
publisher of COINage magazine, and recognizes the best numismatic article to 
appear in any medium, including both numismatic and non-numismatic 
magazines, newspapers and Internet Web sites. 
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Submit Coins to NGC at Long 
Beach 


Posted on 8/19/2014 

NGC will be accepting submissions at booth #431 
by to drop off your coins and chat with our team! 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all 
service levels* at the Long Beach Expo, at the 
Long Beach Convention Center in Long Beach, CA ^ P-N*G 

from Thursday, September 4 to 12:00 pm on 

Saturday, September 6, 2014. Saturday cut-off time may change due to 
submission volumes. Check with representatives at the NGC booth for details 
including any changes to the Saturday cut-off time. 

All submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. Services include World 
Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. 

Note: 


at the Long Beach Expo. Stop 


Official Grading Service of 




• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, Kennedy Half Dollar 50th Anniversary Commemoratives, 
2014 Baseball Hall of Fame Commemoratives, 2013 American Buffalo One 
Ounce Gold Reverse Proof, West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin 
Proof set. Coin & Currency sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary 
Eagles, Early/First Releases, American Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary 
Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by 
the submitter. 

• *Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 





or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 


Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 
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NGC Introduction to Grading 
Class at Whitman Winter Expo 

Posted on 8/22/2014 


NGC will be offering Its popular Introduction to Grading class at the Whitman 
Baltimore Winter Expo on Saturday, November 1. Register today! A few seats are 
still open. 

NGC will conduct it's popular Introduction to Grading class on Saturday, 
November 1, 2014 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Whitman Baltimore Winter Expo in 
Baltimore, MD. The cost to attend the class is $149 for paid NGC Collectors 
Society members and $199 for Free Collectors Society members and non¬ 
members (new attendees only) who register. Classroom space is provided 
courtesy of the Whitman Expo. 

Introduction to Grading will cover a variety of 
important grading topics including proper 
lighting, the subtleties of About Uncirculated 
versus Mint State, counterfeit detection, the 
differences between strike versus wear and 
the key attributes commonly considered to 
constitute positive eye appeal. 

The class will be taught by NGC grader John 
Schuch, II. John joined NGC in 2004 and has 
worked as a grader for 9 years, advancing 
his knowledge and passion for rare coins. He 
has taught numerous grading classes at the 
American Numismatic Association’s Summer 
Seminar. 

Here's what a few past attendees have said: 



John Schuch, II, NGC Grader 


The son of a coin dealer, 

John grew up around coins. 
He started working summers 
for his father at the age of 15, 
bird-dogging coins for 
dealers. After high school, he 
worked full time for his 
father's business. At 20, John 








Very educational. 


enlisted in the Army and 
served for four years. After 
leaving the Army, he decided 
to pursue numismatics as his 
career. He joined NGC in 
2004 and has worked as a 
grader for 10 years, rising up 
the ranks advancing his 
knowledge and passion for 
rare coins. 


Live grading rounds were excellent 


Was worth it! 


The class is limited to 20 students and is 
available on a first-come basis. New 
attendees only. Advance registration is 
required. 


Paid NGC Coilectors Society members 

click here to register. 

Free Coilectors Society members and non-members click here to register. 

You will receive an email with payment instructions. 

If the class is full, email class@ngccoin.com to be added to a Wait List. You will be 
contacted if space becomes available. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1842-O 
Seated Liberty Dime 

Posted on 8/19/2014 


The design details on this counterfeit Seated Liberty Dime are soft, especially at 
Liberty’s head, the Phrygian cap and the shield on the obverse. 

The Seated Liberty Dime has grown in popularity with collectors over the last 
couple of decades with considerable new research done by numismatists. Kamal 
M. Ahwash’s 1977 Encyclopedia of United States Seated Liberty Dimes was the 
first major effort to focus attention on the nuances of this series, and it has been 
followed by Brian Greer’s The Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Dimes published 
in 1992 as well as Gerry Fortin’s comprehensive (and constantly updated) 
website, SeatedDimeVarieties.com. 

Although many consider the Seated Liberty Dime to be a more affordable option 
for collectors than its quarter, half dollar and dollar counterparts, there are a 
number of low mintage key dates and condition rarities in the series. The most 
famous of these is undoubtedly the unique 1873-CC dime, but there are many 
challenging Seated Liberty Dime issues. 

The 1842-0 is a good example of a conditionally rare Seated Liberty Dime. Its 
mintage of just over 2 million pieces is fairly high by Seated Liberty Dime 
standards, but examples become elusive in XF 40 and higher grades. According 
to the NGC US Coin Price Guide, values more than double from VF to XF ($140 
to $350), and an AU 50 representative is valued at $1,250. 

While counterfeits of this issue are not particularly common, NGC graders did 
identify one such fake. This piece features several diagnostics frequently seen on 
counterfeits. First, the design details are soft, especially at Liberty’s head, the 
Phrygian cap and the shield on the obverse. 




Counterfeit 1842-0 Seated Liberty Dime 
Click images to enlarge. 


A closer look reveals that these weakly defined design details also have a pimpled 
appearance, which is most prominent at the digits of the date. Unless the coin is 
corroded, this pimpled texture is virtually never seen on genuine US Mint issues. 



Counterfeit 1842-0 Seated Liberty Dime Close Up 
Click images to enlarge. 


Finally, there are also raised lumps and lines in the field, which are often features 
of spurious pieces but are never seen on authentic specimens. These raised lines 
can be seen near the edge and are most apparent near the denticles on the 
reverse below the ribbon. 
















Counterfeit 1842-0 Seated Liberty Dime Close Up 
Click images to enlarge. 


Forgeries such as this coin are deceptive because many people do not expect to 
see counterfeits of this date. In addition, this piece has been artificially toned in an 
attempt to make it look old and not like a newly produced fake. Collectors should 
always be vigilant and inspect every coin closely. 

Interested in reading more articles on Counterfeit Detection? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: The Coins of 
1916 - Part 2 

Posted on 8/19/2014 


“Please forward without delay five pairs of dime dies of the old design to Denver 
and to SF Mint. ” This was the instruction of US Mint Director F. J. FI. von Engelken 
to Philadelphia Mint Superintendent Adam Joyce in September 1916, when the 
new dime type scheduled to debut that year was not ready for coining. 

Of course, we now know that the Denver Mint never 
used those dies for Barber dimes, and Superintendent 
Thomas Annear was, shortly afterward, advised to 
return them to Philadelphia. This awkward start to the 
new fractional silver coinage of 1916 proved to be just 
the beginning, and the quarter and half dollars would 
face even more extensive delays. 

In 1915 the Treasury Department had extended 
invitations to three sculptors to submit designs for new 
silver coins. These individuals, selected at the 
recommendation of the Commission of Fine Arts, were Adolph A. Weinman, 
Hermon A. MacNeil and Albin Polasek. The results of the competition named 
Weinman as the winning designer of the dime and half dollar, while MacNeil took 
the honors with his submission for the quarter dollar. Their basic designs had all 
been approved by the middle of 1916, but working out the details and translating 
their models into working dies proved to be a laborious process of trial and error. 
The new dime was the first of these three coins to appear in circulation, its release 
coming on October 30, 1916. Though the new Standing Liberty quarter dollar and 
Walking Liberty half dollar had each been struck during the final month of 1916, 
neither coin was released until January. 

It had been the desire of the Mint and the Treasury to not issue any coins of the 
old Barber Liberty Head type during 1916, and the existing stock of half dollars 








proved sufficient to meet this goal. Dimes and quarters, however, were needed 
more immediately. During the closing months of 1916 the Philadelphia Mint 
produced more than 18 million Barber dimes and nearly two million Barber 
quarters. San Francisco struck almost six million dimes of the old type, and 
Denver coined six-and-a-half million quarters. All of these coins are plentiful in 
grades up through MS-64, and even higher grades are not truly rare. 

Coinage of the new dime, soon to be labeled by the public as the “Mercury” type, 
was plentiful in both Philadelphia (more than 22 million) and San Francisco (over 
10 million). The Denver Mint, however, struck only 264,000 Mercury dimes before 
being instructed by Director von Engelken on November 24 to suspend the 
coining of all denominations save for the quarter dollar. Thus, we have an 
explanation for both the small number of 1916-D Mercury dimes and the large 
number of 1916-D Barber quarters. 

The new dime was an immediate hit with Americans, and large numbers were 
preserved as souvenirs. 1916(P) and 1916-S Mercury dimes are readily available 
in grades up through MS-65, though the S-Mint edition is often found weakly 
struck at the central horizontal bands and the lower diagonal band. This deficiency 
was actually noticed at the time, and the Philadelphia Mint sent samples of its own 
dimes and milled planchets to the San Francisco coiners. The western mint then 
modified the die on its upsetting mill as needed to produce similar planchets that 
would strike more fully. 

Dies for the quarter dollar were not ready until the closing weeks of 1916, too late 
to ship any die pairs to the western mints. Philadelphia coined a mere 52,000 
pieces simply to meet the Director’s stipulation that all three new types be 
produced that year. These coins were withheld from immediate release, as there 
was already in play a dispute between the Mint and the coin’s designer, MacNeil. 
The artist correctly observed that his models had been extensively modified by the 
Mint’s own engraving staff without consulting him, and the Director was reluctant 
to put out coins that might have to be withdrawn or altered. Ultimately, a dramatic 
change was made midway through 1917’s production, but the 1916 Standing 
Liberty quarter has been a highly sought rarity from its very inception. Precious 
few were preserved in Mint State, as the general public was much more likely to 
save common 1917 quarters as the first examples seen. 

Production of the new Walking Liberty half dollar was likewise delayed by last 
minute changes, but several die pairs were on hand at all three mints by the first 
week of December. The Philadelphia Mint produced only 608,000 pieces, though 
the novelty of this design was such that a higher than usual percentage was 
saved by both numismatists and the general public. Mint State pieces are fairly 



common, though gems are rather scarce. A total of 508,000 halves were coined at 
San Francisco before year’s end, and 1916-S pieces are slightly scarce in worn 
condition and fairly rare in Mint State. Once it had met its commitment to fill all 
outstanding orders for quarter dollars with the old Barber dies, the Denver Mint 
managed to put out just over a million Walking Liberty halves in the closing weeks 
of 1916. This is the most plentiful of the three mints in circulated grades, though 
its availability in unworn condition is about similar to that of the 1916(P) half dollar. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in the 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIAl ION 


P N G 


VCoins 


S1XB1D.COM 


catawiki view an > 


oo® o® 


€iNCS’ €iPMG' ®CGC sees ®ASG‘ 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


^ United States 





Sign In 


^NGC 


® 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 



World Coins: Counterfeit India 
1862 Gold Mohur 


Posted on 8/19/2014 

The repeating contact marks on these India 1862 Gold Mohurs identify them as 
counterfeits. 

In December of 2013, I wrote an article on a counterfeit India 1888 Gold Mohur 
that was created using the transfer die method. Now we are seeing counterfeit 
India 1862 Gold Mohurs produced in China by this same method. 

Much like the other high quality counterfeits coming from China, this piece is 
made with the correct gold content and weight. The transfer die method causes 
the contact marks from the host coin to repeat on the counterfeits produced from 
the counterfeit dies. The diagnostics of these pieces can be found by studying 
these repeating marks to determine if coins are counterfeit. 



Counterfeit India 1862 Gold Mohur 
Obverse; Coin 1 and 2 
Click image to enlarge. 





Counterfeit India 1862 Gold Mohur 
Reverse; Coin 1 and 2 
Click image to enlarge. 


On the obverse of the counterfeit coins the repeating marks include two contact 
marks on Victoria’s face between the nose and mouth, a contact mark between 
the EE of QUEEN, a scratch from the tip of the nose down and a second scratch 
between the nose and R of VICTORIA. On the reverse, there are large repeating 
contact marks on the O of MOHUR, the I and D of INDIA and the 8 of 1862. There 
are also contact marks above the I of INDIA and below the 6 of 1862. 



Counterfeit India 1862 Gold Mohur 
Diagnostics Circled in Red 
Click image to enlarge. 


On one of these counterfeits the obverse was intentionally beat up a little over 
some areas of the repeaters to make them less noticeable. This is a tactic we are 
seeing as well as artificially wearing and toning the coins. 

Since publication of the counterfeit India 1888 Gold Mohur article, I have heard 
from collectors and dealers who were able to avoid at least a dozen well made 
Chinese counterfeits that were being sold as authentic. One dealer at the NYINC 
avoided purchasing three counterfeits saving him thousands of dollars. I hope that 
this article will similarly help protect people from buying the counterfeit India 1862 
Gold Mohurs. 
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NCS Conservation Showcase: 
1936 Norfolk 50-cent Piece 

Posted on 8/19/2014 


PVC coin holders are not intended for long-term storage and often leave residues 
on coins. And these residues aren't Just unattractive — they can be destructive. 


Using coin holders 
containing the 
plasticizer PVC is never 
a good idea for long¬ 
term storage. The PVC 
chemical can and often 
does leach out of the 
plastic holder to 
develop thick green 
residues that are both 
unattractive and 
destructive to the coin 
surface. This process is 
hastened by the 
presence of humidity in 
the air. 


BEFORE CONSERVATION 


AFTER CONSERVATION 




Click to enlarge 



This 1936 Norfolk 


Click to enlarge 


Click to enlarge 


Commemorative Half 

Dollar was submitted to NCS from a particularly humid part of the country to have 
an ugly green residue removed from the surface. This kind of PVC residue will 
cause a coin to be returned to a submitter ungraded by NGC making its removal 
even more imperative. Luckily the PVC residue had not caused significant surface 
damage and after the NCS conservators were able to remove the material the 
coin was able to grade very well with NGC. 







NCS is an independent member of the Certified Collectibles Group 
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From the NGC Archives: 1842 
Seated Liberty Dime 

Posted on 8/19/2014 


The seated figure of Liberty was one of the most familiar images to Americans 
during the 1840s, and its use on the dime continued as late as 1891. 

Originally drawn by artist Thomas Sully in 1835, it was engraved by Christian 
Gobrecht and then modified by Robert Ball Hughes in 1840. 



Though nearly two million pieces were issued, the Philadelphia Mint dimes of 
1842 are anything but common in gem condition. The few collectors of United 
States coins at that time were able to procure proofs, if truly desired, and no one 
made a conscious effort to save currency pieces. Almost fully prooflike, this 
delightful dime was coined from fresh dies that retained their brilliant fields. With 
the exception of a few border denticles, this specimen is also fully struck 
throughout. Some blushes of reddish-gold toning are evident on either side, 
adding to its charm. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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Chinese Coins: 5-star Pandas 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 8/21/2014 


A group of Panda coins display the five-star symbol of the People’s Republic of 
China on the obverse. 


Supply and demand makes the world of coins go ’round. “What is a coin’s 
mintage?” “How many survive?” “Are there hoards?” Numismatists spend endless 
hours trying to determine supply. For some rare coins, experts know the location 
and history of every example. Where does that leave the rest of us? 

Not long ago I sat down with Kent and Kyle Ponterio of Stack’s Bowers Galleries. 
We soon got to chatting about coin books and guides. Kent pointed out that every 
active market is built on a foundation of information. He used medals to make his 
point. In markets where good references exist for medals there are many 
collectors and strong demand. In areas that don’t have a reference, collectors 
generally stick to coins and ignore medals. 

For instance, consider the aluminum Fen coins of China. These date from the 
mid-1950s to the present. Mintages were limited and most coins were put into 
circulation so everyone in China is familiar with them. One Chinese numismatist 
describes them as China’s answer to the Lincoln penny. Though they have almost 
no melt value, some trade hands for hundreds of dollars. It’s all about supply and 
demand - and demand for Fens is stoked by a fine reference book (in Chinese) 
by Mr. Sun Keqin. 

The same holds true for Panda coins. A book like the Gold and Silver Panda Coin 
Buyer’s Guide opens up the field to new collectors and helps grow the market. 
Back when the first edition was published many collectors told me that they had 
no idea that there are so many different Panda coins. 

One surprise for many people in the Gold and Silver Panda Coin Buyer’s Guide is 
a group of Pandas that aren’t part of the Panda series. I call them Panda cousins. 
These coins lack the series’ trademark Temple of Heaven on the obverse. In its 



place they display the 5-star symbol of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 



A pair of 1994 gold pandas; one with the PRC 5-star symbol 
and one with the Temple of Heaven in Beijing. 


The earliest and perhaps best known are the 1 Yuan brass Pandas that were 
minted from 1983-1985. Most of these were distributed as gifts or premiums by 
Panda coin distributors and dealers. Because brass readily reacts with air many 
surviving coins have black spots or other impairments. They are now highly 
collectible. MS 69 examples of 1983 and 1984 1 Yuan Pandas can sell for 
hundreds of dollars. The 1985 is considered a great rarity; auction prices for it 
have topped $50,000. 

The next 5-star Panda is a 1986 5 Yuan coin that was minted for the World 
Wildlife Fund. It was struck in both Mint State and Proof versions. It weighs 22 
grams and is composed of .900 fine silver. The authorized mintage is 30,000 total. 

Another 5 Yuan silver coin with a Panda in its design was released in 1989 for the 
70th Anniversary of the Saving the Children’s Fund. It weighs 22 grams of .999 
silver and has an authorized mintage of 75,000. 

In 1993 the only copper Panda coin was released as part of the Rare Chinese 
Animal Series. This is a very affordable and pretty coin that makes a great gift for 
young numismatists. The vast majority of coins are Mint State, but Proofs do exist. 






The Rare Chinese Animal series added another coin in 1994, this time in gold. It 
weighs 8 grams of .916 fine gold and has a mintage of just 5,000. 

The last coin (so far) in this five-star Panda group is a little 3 Yuan silver coin 
issued in 1997 for the World Wildlife Fund. It is made of 15 grams of .900 fine 
silver and is really quite a handsome coin. 

All in all this group of Pandas makes a fascinating set. The coins were created for 
a variety of reasons and they reflect the wide-ranging appeal that Pandas have for 
people everywhere. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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Lissner Collection Brings Over 
$6 Million 

Posted on 8/19/2014 


Hundreds of coins from the Richard L. Lissner Collection brought world-record 
prices when auctioned early this month. 

[LANCASTER, PA] — Record prices were achieved by the sale of The Richard L. 
Lissner Collection-The Collection of an American Connoisseur on 1-2 August 
2014, held at the Chicago Marriott O’Hare, just prior to the annual summer 
convention of the American Numismatic Association in Rosemont, Illinois. The 
total of prices realized was $6,993,661 (including the 21% buyer’s fee) against the 
presale estimate/starting prices of $2,399,380, with 100% of the 2183 lots sold. All 
of the coins were certified by NGC. 

The auction of the Lissner 
collection, conducted jointly by St. 

James’s Auctions, LLC 
(Knightsbridge Coins), of London, 

England, and Classical 
Numismatic Group, Inc., of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania and 
London, England, with cataloging 
by M. Louis Teller Numismatic 
Company of Encino, California, 
was deemed a “huge success” by 
the principals of all three firms. 

The prices for coins from several 
countries, including Bulgaria, 

Norway, and Romania from the 
first day’s auction of the “Old 
World,” and Costa Rica and 
Venezuela from the second day’s 
auction of the “New World” were 
nothing short of astounding. 

“This was without a doubt the most exciting sale that we have ever had. With most 
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coins fetching world record prices, this shows what happens when fresh coins hit 
the market, it shows the market is very strong,” commented Stephen Fenton, 
Director of St. James's Auctions. 

Mark Teller, principal cataloguer of the sale, and a life-long friend of Richard 
Lissner, stated: “The auction went beyond any of our expectations. Although one 
or two coins fell short of what we had anticipated, the vast majority left us 
awestruck by their results. Literally, many hundreds of coins brought world-record 
prices.” 

Victor England, U.S. Director at Classical Numismatic Group added: “When an 
important collection is brought to market and it is presented with great 
photographs and conservative estimates, the results are usually outstanding. The 
sale of the Lissner collection helped illustrate this important point.” 

The quality of the Lissner collection was evident throughout the sale of 2183 lots, 
which included the large lots of multiple coins. Some of the individual highlights 
are: 

Lot 58 - BULGARIA, Principality. Ferdinand I. 1887-1908. 1894-KB Proof AR 5 
Leva. Kormocbanya (Kremnitz) mint. KM 18; Y 159. NGC PF 67. Gem mottled 
toned proof with beautiful iridescence. Realized $33,275 against an estimate of 
$5,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=261711 

Lot97-CEYLON (SRI LANKA), Colonial. British. George III. 1760-1820. 1812 
Proof Pattern AR Rixdollar. London mint. Dies by Thomas Wyon Jr. KM Pn3: Pr. 
254. NGC PF 66. Gem toned proof over iridescent violet and blue surfaces. 

Struck without a collar. Finest known specimen. This absolute wonder coin is by 
far the rarest pattern of Ceylon with only four or five known. Realized $33,275 
against an estimate of $7,500. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=261750 

Lot 367 - FRANCE, Premier Empire. Napoleon I. 1804-1814. 1815-A Proof AV 20 
Francs Cent Jours (Hundred Days) issue. Paris mint. VG 1025a: KM 705.1; cf. 
Friedberg 522 (for business strike). NGC PF 65 Cameo . Realized $66,550 
against an estimate of $10,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=262020 

Lot 828 - ROMANIA, Principality. Carol I. As Domnitor, 1866-1881. 1870-C AV 20 
Lei. Bucharest mint. KM 7; Friedberg 2. NGC MS 67. Superb gem BU. Highest 
graded by five grades. Unimprovable. Incredibly rare so choice. Mintage of 5,000 
pieces. Realized $51,425 against an estimate of $6,000. 
http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=262481 


Lot 1134-VIETNAM (ANNAM), French Cochinchina. 1879-A Proof AR Essai de 
Piastre. Guilloteau 3938; VG, Coloniales 8; KM E12. NGC PF 66. Superb gem 
proof with magnificent deep iridescent rainbow toning. Realized $108,900 against 
an estimate of $15,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=262787 

Lot 1218 - BOLIVIA, Republic. 1852-PTS FP AV 8 Escudos. Potosi mint. 
Fortunato Equivar, assayer. KM 115; Friedberg 33; Y A14. NGC MS 62. Superb 
fully lustrous, well struck coin over fully prooflike fields. Realized $72,600 against 
an estimate of $10,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=262871 

Lot 1334 - CHILE, Republic. 1828-TH AR ‘Fine Type’ Peso. Coquimbo mint. 
Gregorio Cordovez, mintmaster. Theodor Hagen, assayer. KM 88. NGC MS 63 4 
Deep mottled toning over incredibly lustrous fields. Razor sharp strike. This is the 
finest known Mint State example in existence, next closest graded specimen is 
AU 58. Realized $108,900 against an estimate of $100,000. 
http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=262987 

Lot 1423 - COLOMBIA, Colonial. Fernando VI. King of Spain, 1746-1759. 1759- 
No Ro JV AR 8 Reales. Nuevo Reino (Santa Fe de Bogota) mint. Juan de Chavez 
and Victoriano del Valle y Mendoza, assayers. KM 33; Gilboy SF-8-1. NGC MS 
62. Very lustrous toned uncirculated. One of the rarest coins of colonial Spain, 
and one of the most sought after coins of the Colombian royal series. It is the 
highest and only specimen graded Mint State. Realized $114,950 against an 
estimate of $60,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=263076 

Lot 1540 - COSTA RICA, Central American Republic. 1828-CR F AV 8 Escudos. 
San Jose mint. KM 17; Cr 10; Friedberg 1. NGC AU 58. Very choice AU, with very 
lustrous surfaces and just a hint of orange peel toning. Good strike and nice 
surfaces grace this specimen. Although a few have been graded higher, Richard 
(Lissner) realized that this coin had great eye appeal. Quite rare in any grade. 
Realized $51,425 against an estimate of $10,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx? 
CoinlD=263193 

Lot 1710 - GUATEMALA, Central American Republic. 1824-NG M AV 8 Escudos. 
Nueva Guatemala mint. Manuel Eusebio Sanchez, assayer. Friedberg 26; KM 8. 
NGC MS 62. Lustrous BU with very prooflike devices. Incredibly nice strike with 
full ceiba tree. Extremely rare. Two year only type. Only one graded higher. 
Realized $78,650 against an estimate of $75,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx? 
CoinlD=263363 

Lot 2178 - VENEZUELA, Republic. 1879 AR 1/5 Bolivar. Brussels mint. Crude 
letters. KM (Y) 19.1. NGC MS 63. Choice lightly toned uncirculated. Very unusual 


for a coin struck at the Brussels mint to have such crude lettering. Only two of 
these have been graded and this is the higher. Very rare. Realized $60,500 
against an estimate of $4,000. http://cngcoins.com/Coin.aspx?CoinlD=263831 

Printed catalogs for the Lissner Collection are still available with prices realized for 
this historic sale. To order a catalog, please visit cngcoins.com and visit the 
Lissner Collection page under The Coin Shop category. Catalogs are $75 to North 
American addresses, and $100 to the rest of the world. Payment may be made by 
U.S. $ check or Visa/MasterCard. 

For further details and any additional information, please contact CNG, Inc. at: 

Classical Numismatic Group, Inc. 

P.O. Box 479 

Lancaster, PA 17608-0479 
Telephone: (717) 390-9194 
Fax: (717) 390-9978 
Email: cng@cngcoins.com 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Rare World Coins Excite 
Bidders in Stack's Bowers ANA 
Auction 


Posted on 8/19/2014 

The first sessions included ancients as well as rare paper money and coins from 
around the world. 

[IRVINE, Calif.] - The first group of remarkable numismatic items sold in the 
Stack’s Bowers Galleries ANA World’s Fair of Money included world paper money, 
ancient coins, and world coins featured in Sessions A and B of the sale. 

The world paper money highlights from live Session A included five incredible 
items, beginning with lot 41, a rare Danish West Indies Den Dansk Vestindiske 
National Bank 20 Franc note. Currency collectors took note of its quality and 
remaining detail, and valued this piece well above its estimated value at $32,900. 
Lot 54, a 1000 Markkaa note from 1918, featured a winning combination of an 
intricate design and impressive PMG Gem Uncirculated 66 grade. This Finnish 
bank note realized more than double its estimated price with a winning bid of 
$15,275. Lot 80, a 50 Kronur note from Iceland also doubled its expected high 
value, realizing $16,450. Lot 86, also from Iceland, featured a Gem Uncirculated 
100 Kronur note with sensational detail and design. The final highlight from the 
world currency live session, lot 119, originated from the Republic of Panama. This 
rare note realized over two-and-a-half times its estimate, with a winning bid of 
$15,275. 

Following the world paper money session, ancient coins were offered, among 
which were six exceptional prices realized. The first, lot 235, an Electrum 
Agathocles 100 Litrae, greatly exceeded its estimate value of $10,000-$15,000 
when it realized over $25,000. Lot 341 from the Seleukid Empire, a gold stater, 
realized five times its high estimate. Another amazing gold piece, a Ptolemaic 
Octodrachm (lot 363), performed admirably well. The seldom seen Roman 



Republic AV 60 Asses gold piece presented as lot 376 also brought splendid 
results. A gold Aureus of the emperor Nerva realized over double its high 
estimate. Finally, a remarkable Severus Alexander Aureus (lot 400) brought over 
$ 11 , 000 . 

The first half of the world coin session covered coins from Afghanistan to 
Germany and also contained an exceptional list of auction highlights. A finest 
certified and very scarce Costa Rican 4 Escudos countermarked piece, lot 558, 
brought more than $16,000. A commemorative set of gold coins from 
Czechoslovakia from The George Gund III Collection exceeded its estimate, 
realizing $32,900. This prestigious collection also provided a gold 5 Dukatu, which 
nearly doubled its high estimate, bringing $44,000. Lot 623, a French 20 Franc of 
Napoleon from The Hundred Days, realized over $11,000 — nearly four-and-a- 
half times its high estimate. Lot 662, a Bavaria 5 Ducat of impressive quality 
crossed the auction block and doubled its high estimate, realizing an extraordinary 
$24,675. This piece was also pedigreed to The George Gund III Collection, which 
will certainly be added to the list of exceptional collections sold at auction. Lot 
687, a Saxony 2 Taler realized nearly twice its high estimate when it sold for over 
$8,200. These exceptional coins comprise just a short list of the impressive 
results from the first session. 

The second half of the Stack’s Bowers Galleries world coin auction commenced 
with lots from Great Britain and continued through mixed lots. A total of 680 lots 
crossed the auction block, many of which commanded very competitive bidding. 
Lot 1197, a Japanese Manen era Oban, realized nearly $45,000. The next big- 
ticket item to cross the auction block was a Mexican “Hookneck” 8 escudo, the 
first gold coin of independent Mexico, which brought $35,000. Another impressive 
Latin American gold rarity, the Peru 2 Peso Pattern in gold, the only one known in 
private hands, realized more than $21,000. One of the many stellar Russian 
pieces from the vast grouping of over 300 pieces offered, an exceptional Peter the 
Great 2 Ruble, hammered for $47,000 (lot 1411). A Mint State ruble of Catherine I 
realized over $35,000 (lot 1426). Lot 1458, an extremely rare heavy weight 
standard gold 5 Rubles of Catherine the Great realized over $150,000. Impressive 
Russian highlights continued with lot 1502, a Mint State Imperial Russian platinum 
12 Ruble, which brought $58,750. A trio of exceedingly rare “Russ” pattern coins 
(lots 1545, 1546 and 1547), pedigreed to The George Gund III Collection, brought 
a collective $640,750. These three lots will certainly add prestige to the collection 
they now reside in, and it could be another decade or two before they surface in 
an auction. Among other highlights, a Mint State Multiple Ducat of Zurich from The 
Ervin F. Bickley Collection of Swiss Coins brought $51,406 (lot 1640), easily 
exceeding its estimate. The final highlight from Session B is a Transylvanian 10 



Ducat, a large gold piece offered as lot 1656, which realized $152,750, tripling its 
expected price. 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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